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As we prepare for the upcoming 

Annual Meeting, we invite you 

to meet the candidates!

Plan to attend the Annual Meeting on 

June 29th at 9:45am to place your vote.



I have been a member of First Lutheran Church 

since 1997. I currently serve in the media booth, on the 

Imaging & Technology Team, usher, altar guild, and help 

collect the weekly offerings. 

I previously served as president on the council for three 

years and treasurer for one year. I also previously served 

as FLY-Sunday School teacher for seven years including 

chaperoning the youth mission trip to Houston, on the 

audit committee, and on the budget committee. 

I have volunteered in Scouting for 22 years in several 

roles including as our church’s representative to Pack 

139, Troop 139B, and Troop 339G for the past seven years. 

I have been married to Stacy for 33 years and we have two 

children Ryan (28) and Megan (25). I have worked as a 

Professor of Chemistry at UNK for the past 28 years.

Congregational 
Council 
Candidate 

Scott 
Darveau



I grew up in Kearney and consider myself a 

lifelong member.   My wife and I were married 

here in 1988.  I am a retired science teacher and 

coach who is now back to teaching at Kearney 

Catholic.  I previously served on the preschool 

board and helped with fundraising several 

years ago.

We have three grown children and five 

grandchildren, four of whom have been at FLC 

preschool. 

Congregational 
Council 
Candidate

Jay 
Kuecker



I have been a member of First Lutheran Church 
since 1969.

I am in charge of the Columbarium, and the 
Memorial Rose and Stone Garden.  I am a member of 
the Church Council and Council representative to 
the Property Management Team.  I co-chair the 5th 
group of ladies serving funerals at First Lutheran 
Church.

I previously sang in choir, belonged to circle, and 
taught Sunday School.  I was also a member of the 
Worship Life Team.  I watered the flowers inside and 
outside the church, and decorated outside for 
special holidays.

My husband passed away eight years ago.  I have a 
son and wife, three grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.

I retired from Barney Insurance fifteen years ago.

Congregational 
Council 
Candidate

Shirley 
Smalley 
Incumbent



My husband, Adam, and I have been married for 

almost 15 years. We’ve been members of First 

Lutheran since 2017, and prior to that were 

members at Immanuel Lutheran in Bellevue, NE. 

We have four children, Collins, Winnie, Dempsey 

and Crosby. We found great comfort in our church 

family when Dempsey passed away in 2019.

Over the years, I have served extensively in the 

music and worship experience. Currently 

involvement at FLC includes serving as a member 

of Sound Offering. 

Nominating 
Committee 
Candidate

Mollie
Akerson



My husband, Even, and I have three 

daughters: Harper, Willa and Audrey. 

We have lived in Kearney since 2007. 

I am a consultant for Nationwide Ag. 

I’m involved in Junior Achievement, 

Hildreth High School Alumni Board, 

coach youth sports and have assisted 

with Confirmation Classes at First 

Lutheran. 

Nominating 
Committee 
Candidate

Ashley
Lewandowski



I’ve been a member of First Lutheran Church - Kearney 

since 1997. My husband, Tyler, and I have two grown 

children, Hope (26) and Zach (23).

Over the years, I’ve served our congregation in many roles: 

Sunday School teacher, VBS teacher and coordinator, FROG 

teacher, and Small Group Guide for Confirmation. I also 

worked at First Lutheran from 2008 to 2016 as Church 

Secretary before transitioning into the role of 

Communications Coordinator and Technology Specialist.

Currently, I serve as an Assisting Minister, on the 

Stewardship Team, and as a Media Booth Volunteer. I also 

enjoy sharing my photography skills for VBS and special 

events.

Professionally, I hold a BFA in Graphic Design and run my 

own business, Living Creative By Design.

Outside church, I’m active with the Women of Today, 

serving as chaplain of our local Kearney chapter.

Nominating 
Committee 
Candidate

Annette 
Schwartz



My name is Cindy Wessels. I have been a 

member of First Lutheran Church since the early 

"80’s”. 

Over the years I have been involved with different 

aspects of Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. 

I was a member of the Care and Growth Board, 

Endowment Board, Preschool Board, Nominating 

Committee. I have helped with greeting and have 

been a communion assistant for several years. Years 

ago I helped with the children's choir.

My husband Wendell and I have been married for 40 

years and have two grown children, Eric. Kate, who 

are both married and we have 4 grandkids.

In my spare time, I love visiting the kids, traveling 

and walking.

Nominating 
Committee 
Candidate

Cindy 
Wessels



My husband, Dave and I have been members of 
First Lutheran Church for twenty years. We have two 
grown children, Nolan and Kamryn and one grandson. 

I served on the Church Council from 2011-1014 and was 
active in FLY when our kids were in school. I attended 
the Youth Gathering in New Orleans in 2010.

I’ve helped with Sunday School and assist with 
communion, ushering and bring food for funerals. For 
years I’ve been active in the FLY Holiday Dinner and 
Live Auction. I’ve also helped with marketing of the 
current Capital Campaign and development of Church 
Logo.

I’m currently the Director of Student Engagement at 
UNK and co-founder of the Central Nebraska LOSS 
team of Kearney. 

Nominating 
Committee 
Candidate

Renae 
Zimmer



• I am currently an assistant professor at University 

of Nebraska Kearney in teacher education.

• Member of First Lutheran Church (FLC) for over 30 

years and a third-generation member at FLC.

• Baptized at FLC in 1976 and confirmed at FLC in 

1992. 

• Graduate of FLC pre-school

• Currently serve on FLC Mission Outreach team and 

preschool board

• Vice president of The Arc of Buffalo County board

• Lector at the 8:45 service

• Altar guild for May

Preschool 
Board 
Candidate

Christine 
Fisher 
Incumbent



My husband, Cole, and I have three sons ages 

11, 9 and 5. 

I am a dental hygienist 3 days a week and a 

consultant for House of Colour the other 2 

days. 

I am looking forward to finding ways I can 

serve the church and get more involved.

Preschool 
Board 
Candidate

Blair 
Peterson



• I’ve been a member at First Lutheran since 1996 

and a volunteer as a FROGS teacher

• My husband, Jeremy, and I have four children:  

Trenton-17, Callie-8, Maverick-6, Spencer-3

• I’ve been a House Supervisor at Kearney 

Regional Medical Center for eight years

• I was employed at Good Samaritan Hospital for 

sixteen years prior to KRMC.

• I have been a Registered Nurse for 15 years

• I’m a Kenwood PTO member and co-chair on the 

Staff Appreciation Committee

• I am also on the KRMC Code Blue

Preschool 
Board 
Candidate

Brandi 
Sayer



Thank you, Candidates, for offering 

to serve!

Let’s come together in unity and 

support, trusting the Lord to guide us 

as we prepare for this new season of 

service and leadership. 

See you June 29th!
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