
The first half of 2025 has flown by! And it has been a busy few months here in Colombia, so I
want to share some of the highlights with you all. First, on a personal note, I began the year with
my final approval interview. In the ordination process (or the process of becoming a pastor) of
the ELCA, the final step is a comprehensive evaluation/interview, during which they determine
whether to approve you for ordination or not. And… I was approved! Next comes the part of “first
call” or my first official job as a pastor, and hopefully, I will have more updates on this in the
coming months.

Regarding my work in Colombia... I am still accompanying the congregation, Solo Por Fe, and the
True Vine Project (see photos below). I support them with weekly devotionals, pastoral care,
visits, and worship on Sundays. I am also supporting the IELCO (Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Colombia) with the construction of a Gender Justice Policy.

Next update… The IELCO had its General Assembly in March. The General Assembly is held every
5 years, and there are elections for Bishop, Bishop Vice-president, and the National
Administrative Committee. Pastor John Rojas was elected as Bishop, and Pastor Consuelo
Preciado was elected as Bishop Vice-President (she is the 2nd female elected as Bishop Vice-
President in the IELCO). The assembly was accompanied by the ELCA, the Lutheran World
Federation, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran
Mission, and the Church of Sweden.

Finally, the executive committee of AMMPARO of the ELCA visited Colombia at the beginning of
the year. In short, AMMPARO is the ELCA’s Migrant Ministry; it’s the ELCA’s strategy to
Accompany Migrants with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities. With all the
things happening in regards to immigration in the United States, the repercussions are felt
worldwide, and I was grateful for the accompaniment of this team at the beginning of the year.
Being able to learn from them and to share with them was a beautiful exchange, and it was a
testament to how powerful we can be if we all work together as one body of Christ.

A Special Message from Kaitlynne Larson - Our
Missionary in Columbia. See what God is doing

through her minstry, thanks to your support!

 

BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA |  JAN-JUNE 2025

 

Featured above: the AMMPARO Executive Team and leaders from the IELCO
learning from an immigration studies professor.

Featured: the new Bishop John Rojas, Bishop Vice-President Consuelo Preciado,
and the new National Administrative Committee.
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Prayer Ventures for this month can be found:
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for 

the global, social and outreach ministries of the 
ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 

of our neighbors, communities and world.

TABLE OF CONTENTS AND RESOURCES

Prayers of Comfort and Peace for...
The friends and family of Lane Nansel on his death.
The friends and family of Ron Kruse on his death. 
The friends and family of Denise Scott on her death.
The family and friends of Kyle Poff on his death. 
Jerry & Patty Ibsen and family on the death of Patty's mother, Mary Lou
Mintling.
Larry & Nancy Merz on the death of their brother-in-law, Keith Ramsey.
Jeff and Debbie Merz and family on the death of their uncle, Keith Ramsey
The family and friends of Heath Burgeson on his death. 
Brian and Jordan Cochran and family on the death of Brian’s mother, Mary
Kay Cochran. 
David and Janet Dwiggins on the death of David’s father, Daniel Dwiggins
The friends and family of Val Lane on his death. 
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MISSION OUTREACH

We look forward to your help with these volunteer opportunities on August 2nd. 
You can sign up on the board in the Narthex.

 Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity Update – 
Construction is moving along steadily on both homes! Siding is nearly
complete, sheds are painted, and soffit installation is underway. The

first home is prepped for insulation and drywall, with wiring and 
plumbing nearly done. Driveway prep is also complete.
Big thanks to Buffalo Roofing for shingling both homes and sheds. Volunteers made great
progress with siding and painting—Sylvia and her crew painted much of her home, while
teams at Tyson and Haylee’s pushed forward outside.
Special appreciation to Holly from Prizm Electric, Jerry and Ken for site and driveway
work, and the St. James team for leading devotions and providing lunch with PEO-EG.
Holy Cross Lutheran joined in with a devotion from Jerry Gloystein and a taco lunch.
Inside Sylvia’s home, volunteers primed walls. At Tyson and Haylee’s, insulation was
blown in, paint was completed on the front peak, and concrete was poured for the
driveway and sidewalk.
Thank you to everyone who continues to serve and support—your impact is visible in
every nail, brushstroke, and smile.
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The S.A.F.E. Center is the Spouse/Sexual abuse family education center.
The S.A.F.E. Center's mission is to provide free and confidential services for

those affected by dating violence, domestic violence, human trafficking,
sexual assault, and stalking while bringing awareness and prevention efforts

to all individuals across South Central Nebraska. 
Counties served: Buffalo, Franklin, Harlan, Kearney, Phelps

Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am - 5pm Address: 620 E. 25th Street Suite 14
Kearney, NE 68847 308-237-2599/Crisis line: 877-237-2513

MISSION OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES:

The days in Tanzania will be full and rich. This two-week adventure provides
you with a wonderful introduction to life in a developing country through

visits to churches, schools, health centers, ministry sites, and local villages.
Our safari will be to Ngorongoro Crater and the Serengeti.



A special “THANKS” to those who were able to attend
the Annual Congregational Meeting on 

June 29th and place their votes. 

Election Results
 Church Council

Scott Darveau
Jay Kuecker

Shirley Smalley (incumbent)

 Endowment 
Annette Schwartz

Nominating Committee
Mollie Akerson
Cindy Wessels
Renae Zimmer

    Preschool Board 
Christine Fisher (incumbent)

Blair Peterson
Jane Ziebarth-Bovill
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ELECTION RESULTS
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We Need YOU — Find Your Place to Serve!
 

Our church family is blessed with so many gifts—and we need your help
to put them into action! We’re looking for volunteers in several key

areas, and there’s a place for everyone to serve, no matter your age or
experience.

 
📌 Here are a few ways you can get involved:

Ushers
Coffee Hosts
Communion Assistants
Radio Broadcast Sponsor
Assisting Ministers
Media Booth Volunteers
Greeters
Confirmation Small Group Leaders
Sunday School Teachers
F.R.O.G. Teachers
Pew Rack Cleaners (replace items in
back of pew racks, removed  

       old papers)

Serve on a Ministry Team: Volunteer Opportunities 
Congregational Council
Worship Life Team
Mission Outreach Team
Music
Imaging and Technology Team
Witness and Members Team
Care and Growth Team
Personnel Team
Property and Management Team
Stewardship Team
Memorials Committee
Preschool Board
Mutual Ministry Team

For more information, please visit: 
 https://firstlutherankearney.org/volunteer-opportunities
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
On September 14, we will celebrate God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.
During Sunday School, students will help put personal care and school
kits together for Lutheran World Relief. This is a great way for the
students to make an impact on the world around them. 
To do this, we need supplies to make the kits. 

For the personal care kit we are in need of lightweight bath size
towels, sturdy combs, and metal nail clippers.
Items needed for the school kits are:

- 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college rule paper
- 30 centimeter ruler or ruler with centimeters on one side & inches on
the other
- Pencil sharpener
- Pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with steel blades)
- Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
- Blue or black ballpoint pens
- Box of 16 or 24 crayons
- 2 ½ inch eraser
- One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag (plain color - no
designs)

We would like to continue the tradition of sending 100 school kits from
First Lutheran, so if you can help that would be great. The donation box
for Lutheran World Relief donations is in the quilt room. 
If you would like to help, but can’t get out to shop or don’t know what to
get, you could get a gift card to Amy Behrhorst, Nita Deyo or Deb
Schauer (Lutheran World Relief coordinators) and they could purchase
what is needed.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

We have an Amazon Wishlist you can shop at and it will ship directly to
First Lutheran Church. 

Please contact the church office for the link. 
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THANK YOU
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

A special “THANK YOU” to our 
Volunteers of the month!
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EVENTS

Whether you can
help by building,

painting, preparing
food, or serving

food - we need you!
Please sign up in
the Narthex. 

Whether you can
help by building,

painting, preparing
food, or serving

food - we need you!
Please sign up in

the Narthex. 

Bring your backpack,
music case, briefcase

or anything you’d
like to have blessed!

 6  thru 8  graders and
parents - please plan to
attend this important

meeting!

th th

We can’t wait to plant
seeds of faith into these

young students. 
THREE spots are still open

in our PreK class. 
Please share!
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EVENTS

🍁 Join Us for
Worship in the Park!

🍁
Fall is the perfect
season to come

together in God’s
Beautiful Creation!
🎶 Uplifting worship
🙏 Prayer & encouragement
🌳 Surrounded by the beauty
of fall
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In June, Pastor Rick and Josh
Sikes took ten FLC youth to

Confirmation Camp at 
Carol Joy Holling.  

YOUTH MINISTRY

Confirmation Camp riders getting
ready to head off to a week of

growth, faith, and fun. 

Confirmation Camp 2025

Just finished small group
confirmation at Confirmation
Camp 2025 

FLY has been busy helping with VBS
and even enjoyed a movie night

 mid-week after VBS.

In August and September we plan to
visit the observatory in Hastings,
attend the local Farmers Market,

make some amazing dishes from the
food we purchase at the Farmers

Market, and take a trip to the 
State Fair. 
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Vacation Bible School “Road Trip - On the Go with God” was a
huge success this year! We had over 66 children participate and
raised over $1030 for the Asheville, NC Mission Trip. Thank you

to the MANY volunteers who helped with this year’s event!

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

“Thank You” to all these amazing volunteers
that helped with VBS!

Craft Station

Game Time

Music Time

Bible Lessons

Story Time
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Greetings First Lutheran Congregation;
Here is an update from your Church Council

By way of an introduction, the members of your Church Council are P. J.
Bartels (President), Scott Darveau (Vice President), Lisa Parish (Treasurer),
Deb Schauer (Secretary), Christine Fisher, Jay Kuecker, Shirley Smalley, Tyler
Schwartz, Terry Volker (who is serving the remainder of Bill Schmidt's term),
Pastor Rick Carlson, and Pastor Michelle Carlson.

Our office remodeling project is complete and we have made the final
payment to RMV Construction.

Thanks to the Congregation's support, this project has been completed and
we did not need to access our construction loan. Simply put, we do not owe
any money to an outside lender. We did “borrow” money from funds we had
on hand to make the final payment. The remaining pledges will be used to
“repay” our internal borrowing.

The Congregation directed the Property and Management Team and the
Council to explore all options for the 3206 H Ave rental property. In
conjunction with Property and Management, the Council voted to establish a
task force to address the various issues related to this property. The task force
will be established soon and the Congregation will receive monthly updates.

Members have expressed an interest in re-energizing the groups formally
known as First Friends, Lutheran Ann & Andy's, and the Golden Agers, which
will provide an outlet for informal social gatherings. There are volunteers who
will be working on this project.  Watch for future announcements.

There has been a good response to the North Carolina Mission Trip coming up
in September. Pastor Rick is working on lodging, flights, etc. and will have
more information on the trip shortly.

Important Dates:
August 2 - First Lutheran day working with Habitat for Humanity 

August 24 - Worship in the park and Council installation
August 27 - Wednesday night activities resume, including Feeding the Flock

September 7 - Sunday School Resumes

Yours in Christ, 
P. J. Bartels
Council President

FROM THE COUNCIL
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JULY WORSHIP THEMES

JULY 20, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

PSALM 15; COLOSSIANS 1:15-28; LUKE
10:38-42; AMOS 8:1-12 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all
ears”. God urges the faithful, again and
again, to “listen up!” – to heed the word
that gives life. So it was with Abraham
and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the
early church at Colossae. So it is today
as we join the assembly to hear the word
of God, the word of life. 

JULY 27, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
 
GENESIS 18:20 – 32; PSALM 138;
COLOSSIANS 2:6-15 [16-19]; LUKE 11:1-
13; HOSEA 1:2-10 

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by
Jesus and wins the attention of God
when Abraham intercedes for Sodom.
The life of the baptized – to be rooted
and built up in Christ Jesus – is to be
nurtured with prayer. God hears and
answers prayer and so strengthens
God’s own. “When I called, you
answered me; you increased my
strength within me.”     

JULY 6, 2025
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

ISAIAH 66:10-14; PSALM 66:1-9,
GALATIANS 6:[1-6] 7-16; LUKE 10:1-11,
16, 20; 2 KINGS 5:1-14  

God is the source of our nourishment.
Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat…take
and drink” is a repeated one. In holy
communion, in the word read and
proclaimed, in the assembly of the
people of God, the dominion of God has
come near. Rejoice! Your name is
written in heaven.

JULY 13, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

DEUTERONOMY 30:9-14; PSALM 25:1-
10; COLOSSIANS 1:1-14; LUKE 10:25-37,
AMOS 7:7-17 

To love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, strength, and mind is to
reflect God’s mercy in responding to
one’s neighbor. That mercy found its
most profound expression in the
“gospel that has come to you”- namely
the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes
to us again today: at the font, at the
table, and from the pulpit. It is very
near to you. 
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AUGUST WORSHIP THEMES

Today in worship we are surrounded by
a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word
and in holy communion we are invited
yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith.”   

AUGUST 24, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
 
ISAIAH 58:9b -14; PSALM 103:1-8;
HEBREWS 12:18-29; LUKE 13:10-17,
JEREMIAH 1:4-10; PSALM 71:1-6

Remember the sabbath day. Call the
sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day.
And the Lord will do for us what the
Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and
heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful
things God is doing. 

AUGUST 31, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
PROVERBS 25:6-7; SIRACH 10:12-18;
PSALM 112; HEBREWS 13:1-8, 15-16; LUKE
14:1, 7-14; JEREMIAH 2:4-13; PSALM 81:1,
10-16 

Inviting and inviting – that is the nature
of the church. By God’s grace in holy
baptism we have a place at Christ’s
banquet table. When, by the power of
that same Spirit, humility and mutual
love continue among us, the church can
be more inviting still. 

AUGUST 3, 2025
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
ECCELSIASTES 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; PSALM
49:1-12; COLASSIANS 3:1-11; LUKE 12:13-21 

Today’s tests offer instruction and
encouragement for all who are
occasionally overwhelmed by the
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us
to take care and be on guard against all
kinds of greed. We who have died with
Christ in holy baptism have also been
raised with him and are encouraged to
elevate our thinking, seeking the “things
that are above.” To that end we seek the
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the
encouragement of God’s word.

AUGUST 10, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
GENESIS 15:1-6; PSALM 33:12-22;
HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16; LUKE 12:32-40 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is
God’s promise from the beginning – to
Abraham, to the early church, and to the
“little flock” of which we are a part in
today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal
gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no
fear.  

AUGUST 17, 2025 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
JEREMIAH 23:23-29; PSALM 82;
HEBREWS 11:29-12:2; LUKE 12:49-56;
ISAIAH 5:1-7; PSALM 80:1-2, 8-19  

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is
the great divide in human history. He
invites our undivided attention and
devotion. 



PreSchool
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Happy Summer to All!

           The month of June and July has been about cleaning, organizing
and preparing for all day Pre-K this year! We look forward to both of
our new classes in August! Our first letter and supply list will go out
towards the end of the second week in July. We will have our
Orientation Night on Thursday, August 14 , 2025. All classes will come
to our 7pm time slot. We are excited to meet these new faces, show
them around our classrooms and talk about so many amazing things
we do here at First Lutheran Church Preschool. 

th

     The 3 & 4 year class is full with a waiting list, but we do have three
openings in Pre-K! 
     The 3 & 4 yr class meets Monday - Thursday, 8:15am – 11:45am. 
     The Pre-K class meets Monday – Friday, 8:15am-3:00pm. 
    Ms. Marissa will be our lead teacher in the 3 year old classroom
with Mrs. Kelly Shada, Ms. Deb Beerman and Mrs. Rhonda King taking
turns volunteering most days to assist Marissa. It will be my fifth year
teaching Pre-K and Mrs. Sonya Vetick’s fourth year assisting me. I
truly love working with these ladies! 
    Our teachers genuinely care about your child and we have lots of
parents who would love to tell you about all the awesome things we
do here. If you would like some phone numbers of parents to talk to
please email me at amandalewis@firstlutherankearney.org or text me
at 308-240-0872.
    On July 2 , Pastor Logan and Erin Ellis hosted a fun night for
families of young children at the church for some outdoor fun from
6:30pm-7:30pm! We had two preschool families and had a blast
roasting marshmallows, shooting off sparklers and playing on the
playground.  Mrs. Amanda and Ms. Marissa also attended and had a
blast with the kids!   

nd

 God’s blessings,
 Mrs. Amanda
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ELECTRONIC GIVING:
Please consider using VANCO Mobile Faith, as you give and donate to help
us lower expenses. 
You can select a one-time donation or set up a recurring donation.

Online: Visit FirstLutheranKearney.org.
Click on the “Resources” tab, then “Make a Donation”.
Or download the Vanco Mobile Faith app on an iPhone or Android.
Search for “First Lutheran Church” at 3315 Ave G,  Kearney. 
Create a profile.

Thank you so much for your faithful generosity to
First Lutheran Church’s ministry!
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Church Office office@firstlutherankearney.org

PASTORS:
Pastor Rick Carlson  
Co-Lead Pastor
rcarlson@firstlutherankearney.org

Pastor Michelle Holley Carlson  
Co-Lead Pastor 
mcarlson@firstlutherankearney.org

STAFF:
Kandy Bacon
Administrative Assistant
kbacon@firstlutherankearney.org

Kathy Benne
Director of Communications and Events
kbenne@firstlutherankearney.org

Pastor Logan Ellis
Director of Engagement: Youth, Congregation and Community
lellis@firstlutherankearney.org

Amanda Lewis
Lead Teacher for the Preschool
amandalewis@firstlutherankearney.org

Jen Puls
Records Management
JPuls@region3.net

Natalie Radcliffe
Music Coordinator
natalieradcliffe@firstlutherankearney.org

Sarah Schweitzer
Volunteer Ministry Coordinator
Volunteers@firstlutherankearney.org

Stacy Seim
Bookkeeper
sseim@firstlutherankearney.org

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President
PJ Bartels 

Vice President 
Scott Darveau

Treasurer
Lisa Parish 

Secretary 
  Deb Schauer

Members: 
Christine Fisher

Jay Kuecker
Tyler Schwartz
Shirley Smalley

Terry Volker
Pastor Michelle

Pastor Rick

PRESIDENT:
LINDA FOWLER 

VICE PRESIDENT:
BETTY HEGGEMEYER

SECRETARY:
BEV VACHA 

TREASURER:
JO SMALLCOMB 
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DATES TO REMEMBER
               Please view the calendar on our website for updates. 

 Laying on of Hands - First and Third weekends of each month
 July 2025 Calendar

Sat/Sun, July 26, 27               Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 10:30 am
Sat. July 26                               FLY Farmer’s Market Activity 10-2pm. 
Sun. July 27                              Hymns of Faith - between services. Fellowship Hall

       August 2025 Calendar
Sat. August 2                           Habitat for Humanity 9am to 2pm 
Sat/Sun, August 2, 3              Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 10:30 am
                                                  Worship at Brookstone Gardens at 2:00 p.m.

August 8-10                             Women’s ELCA Saved to Serve “Mosaic” at Beatrice 

Sat/Sun, August 9, 10            Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 10:30 am
                                                  Blessing of the Backpacks during all services

Sat/Sun, August 16, 17           Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 10:30 am
Mon. August 18                        First day of Preschool
Wed. August 20                       Confirmation Orientation at 6:30pm in Centennial Hall 
Fri. August 22                          FLY at the Nebraska State Fair 
Sat. August 23                         Worship Sat. 6:00 pm
Sun. August 24                        Worship Sun. 11:00 am - Worship in the Park
                                                  Dryden Park: 601 E. 31st
                                                  Installation of Church Council | Church picnic
Wed. August 27                       Wednesday night activities resume
Sat/Sun, August 30, 31          Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 11:00 am

                                   September Upcoming Events: 
Mon. Sept 1                              Labor Day | Church Office closed | No preschool
Sat/Sun, September 6, 7       Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 11:00 am
Sun. September 7                    9:50 am Sunday School resumes
Sat/Sun, September 13, 14    Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 11:00 am
Sun. September 14                  God’s Work, Our Hands 
Sat/Sun, September 20, 21   Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 11:00 am
Sun. September 21                  Membership Class | 10:00am 
Sat/Sun, September 27, 28        Worship Sat. 6 pm | Sun. 8:45 am and 11:00 am          

                                          



   
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

3315 G AVENUE
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847-3699

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

 FIRST  LUTHERAN  CHURCH
3315 G AVENUE - KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847

   
The church calendar, weekly bulletins, prayer lists, and LIVE Webstream Broadcasts on

Sunday mornings can be found on our website:
https://firstlutherankearney.org

Find us on Facebook: “First Lutheran Church-Kearney”
Sign Up for Weekly Email Updates: office@firstlutherankearney.org

LIVE Radio Broadcast Sundays at 8:45 a.m. | KXPN 1460AM

PHONE: 308-237-5544      WEB: https://firstlutherankearney.org
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday

To save postage costs and receive “The Messenger” via email exclusively, 
please call or email the church office.


