
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time after Pentecost 
  

August 30, 2026 
11:00 am  

Holy Communion 
Worship in the Park 

 

First Lutheran Church, Kearney, NE 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Gathering Music “Good Neighbor” Sound Offering 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Greeting One Another 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord  
using words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

 
Worship Song “Who You Say I Am” 
 

Who am I that the highest King  
would welcome me? 

I was lost, but He brought me in. 
Oh, His love for me! 
Oh, His love for me! 

 
Who the Son sets free,  

oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

 
Free at last, He has ransomed me; 

His grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin, 

Jesus died for me. 
Yes, He died for me. 

 
Who the Son sets free,  

oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

 
In my Father’s house  

there’s a place for me. 
 

 
I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

 
I am chosen, not forsaken. 

I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. 

I am who You say I am. 
 

I am chosen, not forsaken. 
I am who You say I am. 

You are for me, not against me. 
I am who You say I am. 
I am who You say I am. 

 
Who the Son sets free,  

oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

 
In my Father’s house  

there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

In my Father’s house  
there’s a place for me. 

I’m a child of God, yes, I am. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Worship Song “You Say” 
 

I keep fighting voices in my mind  
that say I’m not enough,  

ev’ry single lie that tells me I will 
never measure up. 

 
Am I more than just the sum  
of ev’ry high and ev’ry low? 

Remind me once again just who I 
am,  

because I need to know. 
 

You say I am loved when I can’t feel 
a thing.  

You say I am strong when I think I 
am weak. 

And You say I am held when I am 
falling short. 

And when I don’t belong, oh, You 
say I am Yours,  

and I believe, oh, I believe  
what You say of me. I believe. 

 
The only thing that matters now  

is ev’rything You think of me. 
In You I find my worth, in You I find 

my identity. 
 
 
 

 
You say I am loved when I can’t feel 

a thing.  
You say I am strong when I think I 

am weak. 
And You say I am held when I am 

falling short. 
And when I don’t belong, oh, You 

say I am Yours,  
and I believe, oh, I believe  

what You say of me. I believe. 
 

Taking all I have, and now I’m laying 
it at Your feet. 

You’ll have ev’ry failure, God. You’ll 
have ev’ry victory. 

You say I am loved when I can’t feel 
a thing.  

You say I am strong when I think I 
am weak. 

And You say I am held when I am 
falling short. 

And when I don’t belong, oh, You 
say I am Yours,  

and I believe, oh, I believe  
what You say of me. I believe. 

 
Oh, I believe.  

Yes, I believe what You say of me.  
I believe. 

 
 
Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 



 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

AM: Let us pray. 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering 
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the 
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Word  
 

Gospel 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
P: 21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain 
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 
for their life? 
 



 

 

 

  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
(Matthew 16:21-28) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message and “Noisy” Offering 

(The Children’s offering goes to Lutheran World Relief to help 
children in Lebanon and Ecuador.) 

 
Sermon  Vicar Libby Florian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Worship Song “Bless God”  
 

Blessed are those who run to Him,  
who place their hope  

and confidence in Jesus. 
He won’t forsake them. 

 
Blessed are those who seek His face,  

who bend their knee  
and fix their gaze on Jesus.  

They won’t be shaken. 
 

Come on and praise the Lord with me. 
Sing if you love His name. 

Come on and lift your voice with me. 
He’s worthy of all our praise 

 
Blessed are those who walk with Him,  

whose hearts are set on  
pilgrimage with Jesus. 
They’ll see His glory. 

 
Blessed are those who die to love, 

whose joy it is to give it all for Jesus 
and for Him only. 

Oh, Jesus, all for Your glory. 
 

Come on and praise the Lord with me. 
Sing if you love Hisname. 

Come on and lift your voice with me. 
He’s worthy of all our praise. 

 
Come on and bring your offering. 
Sing if you’ve known His grace. 

Come on and lift up your holy hands. 
He’s worthy of all our praise. 

 
Bless God in the sanctuary. 

Bless God in the fields of plenty. 

 
Bless God in the darkest valley. 
Ev’ry chance I get, I’ll bless Your 

name. 
 

Bless God when my hands are empty. 
Bless God with a praise that costs me. 
Bless God when nobody’s watching. 

Ev’ry chance I get, I’ll bless Your 
name. 

 
Bless God when the weapon’s 

forming. 
Bless God when the walls are falling. 
Bless God’cause He goes before me. 
Ev’ry chance I get, I bless Your name. 

 
Bless God when the weapon’s 

forming. 
Bless God when the walls are falling. 
Bless God’cause He goes before me. 
Ev’ry chance I get, I bless Your name. 

 
Ev’ry chance I get, I bless Your name. 

Ev’ry chance I get. 
 

Come on and praise the Lord with me. 
Sing if you love His name. 

Come on and lift your voice with me. 
He’s worthy of all our praise. 

 
Come on and bring your offering.  
Sing if you’ve known His grace. 

Come on and lift up your holy hands. 
He’s worthy of all our praise. 
He’s worthy of all our praise. 

 



 

 

 

Congregation Council members please come forward at this time. 
 
Installation of Congregation Council 
 
P: The following people have been elected by the congregation to 
positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to 
serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent 
to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters 
and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission 
as a congregation. 
 
President: PJ Bartels   Vice-President: Scott Darveau  
Secretary: Lisa Reese Parish Treasurer: Tyler Schwartz 
Christine Fisher, Jay Kuecker, Deb Schauer, Shirley Smalley, Terry 
Volker.  
 
P:  A reading from First Corinthians: “There are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 
                                                          (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 
congregation. You are to see that the words and deeds of this 
household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one 
together with the whole church. You are to seek to involve all 
members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, 
and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this 
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the 
whole world.  
 



 

 

 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit 
who empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of 
faith, active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual 
understanding in this congregation. 
 
On behalf of your siblings in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and 
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been 
elected? 
Council Members: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected 
leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has 
given to all who are baptized? 
C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P: I now declare you installed as officers and council members of 
this congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days 
and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of 
Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
Council Members may return to their seats. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
AM: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence for reflection. 

AM: For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is 
anchored in the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, 
teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. 



 

 

 

 
AM: For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows 
on the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, 
floods, fires, storms, and other disasters.  
 
AM: For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in 
peace with one another. Bless the work of international and 
diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world 
scarred by violence.  
 
AM: For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they 
remain strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, 
study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility, 
always seeking genuine love.  
 
AM: For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your 
children have safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. 
Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit. We 
pray especially for: 
 
Jim Anderson Leonard Fowler Garth Scism  
Shelby Blankley Randy Fritson Chris Siefert 
Bertha Boyer Derek Johnson Bryan Slater 
Bo Burton  Lil Larson Yvonne Steinocher 
Vicki Buschelman Tom Meyer Joanne Suing 
Pastor John Carlson Natalie Radcliffe Dean Wiese 
Rich Ferris Mary Renshaw Stan Williams  
Corinne Fisher Michelle Sawicki  Paula Yoachim 
   James Ziebarth  

   
Prayers of Comfort and Peace for: 
Tom & Sue Bokenkamp on the death of their grandson, Jackson 
Bokenkamp.  



 

 

 

AM: For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to 
strengthen and guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises 
in this life and the life to come.  
 
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Offering 

“Good Neighbor” (reprise) Sound Offering   
 
Wooden boxes are available for your offering on the tray tables. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
AM: Let us pray. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 



 

 

 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,  
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us  
back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace.  

In Christ’s name we pray.  
Amen. 
 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Words of Institution 
 
P:  In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died.  
     Christ is risen.  
     Christ will come again. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Invitation To Communion 
 
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 

Please be seated. 
 
We practice open communion at First Lutheran. All are welcome to 

receive the elements. Gluten-free wafers are available. We will 
commune by intinction. Please dip your bread in the wine (red) or 

grape juice (clear).  
 
Communion Music   “Give Me Faith” Sound Offering 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Table Grace 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen  
you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

AM: Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us 
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
  
Blessing 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 
C: Amen. 



 

 

 

Worship Song: “All the People Said Amen” 
 

You are not alone if you are 
lonely. 

When you feel afraid you’re not 
the only. 

We are all the same, in need of 
mercy; 

To be forgiven and be free 
It’s all you’ve got to lean on  

but thank God it’s all you need. 
 

And all the people said Amen. 
Whoa-oh. 

And all the people said Amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His 

love never ends.   
And all the people said Amen. 

 
If you’re rich or poor, well it 

don’t matter.   
Weak or strong, you know, love 

is what we’re after. 
We’re all broken but we’re all in 

this together. 
God knows we stumble and fall  

and He so loved the world  
He sent His Son to save us all. 

 
And all the people said Amen. 

Whoa-oh. 
 

 
And all the people said Amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His 

love never ends.   
And all the people said Amen. 

 
Blessed are the poor in spirit 

who are torn apart. 
Blessed are the persecuted and 

the pure in heart. 
Blessed are the people hungry 

for another start. 
For this is the kingdom, the 

kingdom of God. 
 

And all the people said Amen. 
Whoa-oh. 

And all the people said Amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His 

love never ends.   
And all the people said Amen. 

Yeah! 
 

And all the people said Amen. 
Whoa-oh. 

And all the people said Amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His 

love never ends.   
 

And all the people said Amen.  
And all the people said Amen. 

 
 



 

 

 

AM: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude  “There Was Jesus”  Sound Offering 

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Jim Anderson  
Leonard Fowler 
Randy Fritson 
Lil Larson  
Tom Meyer 

Natalie Radcliffe 
Michelle Sawicki 
Garth Scism  
Dean Wiese 
Stan Williams 

 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH 
Shelby Blankley- Justin & Adriane Madsen’s friend  
Bertha Boyer – Susan Slater’s aunt 
Bo Burton – Janna Burton’s son  
Vicki Buschelman – Angie Wright’s aunt  
John Carlson – Monie Karschner & Becky Bredenkamp’s cousin  
Rich Ferris – Larry and Nancy Merz’s friend  
Corinne Fischer – Bridget VonSeggern’s sister  
Derek Johnson – Kylee Vreugdenhil’s brother  
Mary Renshaw – Linda Peterson’s sister  
Chris Siefert – Janiene Rewerts’ cousin  
Bryan Slater – Susan Slater’s husband 
Yvonne Steinocher – Deb Rohla’s cousin  
Joanne Suing – Angie Wright’s aunt  
Paula Yoachim – Deb Beerman’s friend 
James Ziebarth – Jane Ziebarth-Bovill’s brother 

 
Prayers of Comfort and Peace for: 
Tom & Sue Bokenkamp on the death of their grandson, Jackson 
Bokenkamp.  

 
 



 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Worship Schedule—Saturday 6pm, Sunday 9:45 am  
• Church Office Hours—Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.  
• Brookestone Garden Services: First Sunday monthly at 2:00 pm 
• For the hard of hearing FLC offers a loop system for wearers with a “T”       (t-coil) 

setting; the coverage works best on the main floor in the center aisles. T-coil is not 
available in the balcony. 

• S.A.F.E. Center donations - for August are Non-Perishable Foods. See complete 
list on the First Lutheran website.    

• Volunteer of the Month is Stefani Wegner. Stefani has served as VBS Coordinator 
and other areas for MANY years. Thank you, Stefani, for making an impact on our 
youth in their faith journey!     

• Communion registration—Please register annually to maintain membership. 
Registration cards in pew racks & on Welcome Stations. 

• Visitors—please complete a visitor card, found in the pews. 
• The Nursery is available for anyone to use and includes a “toddler restroom”. 

Services are livestreamed inside.  
• Aug. 30 – 11am Worship in the Park & Picnic / Dryden Park  
• Sept. 3 – Women’s ELCA Meeting/Potluck. 5:15pm – Fellowship Hall 
• Sept. 6 – 8:45am and 11:00am Sunday Worship Services resume  
• Sept. 7 – Labor Day / Church Office Closed 
• Sept. 12 & 13 – Teacher Installation – all services 
• Sept. 13 – Sunday School & FLY Returns 
• Sept. 13 – Adult Forum: 9:50am – Bishop Emeritus Brian Mass. Centennial Hall.  
• Sept. 13 – God’s Work, Our Hands- 12noon Lunch, 1-3pm Work. Sign up in the 

Narthex.  
• Sept. 19/20 – Installation of Women’s ELCA Officers 
• Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4 – New Members Classes  

 

FINANCE REPORT as of August 26, 2026 

 Ministry Budget Facilities Budget 

Last Week's Giving  $         9,688  $            1,775 

Last Week's Miscellaneous 
Designated Offerings $            545  

The Congregation Council voted at its last meeting to report 

weekly the monetary offerings given. In the Messenger, you can 

find a monthly summary of the expenses and offerings. Quarterly 

we will publish in all communications an update of expenses, 

offerings, and where we are in the current budget. We hope this 

will offer more accurate information for the congregation. 
 

 



 

 

 

   VANCO Mobile App for online giving, or FLC Website 

 

 

Attendance August 22/23  Total:   300 Online     

6:00pm -   48      9:45am –  171  -  online    81    

 

 
First Lutheran Church ~ 3315 G Avenue ~ Kearney, NE 68847 

308-237-5544 ~ office@firstlutherankearney.org 
 

Vicar Libby Florian, Preaching 
Rev. Dr. Michelle Holley Carlson, Presiding  
Rev. Dr. Rick Carlson, Assisting Minister  

 
Ushers & Bulletin Helpers: Doug & Deb Hinze and  

Michelle Johannesen 
Members of the Imaging Group - Sound Technicians 

Music led by Sound Offering 
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