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Time after Pentecost

August 29, 2026
6:00 pm
Holy Communion

First Lutheran Church, Kearney, NE






Announcements and Welcome

Prelude
“Good Neighbor” Stacy Bean, musician

Please stand as you are able.

Processional Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW 879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
s For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for  the love which from our buth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill  and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light
for  the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for  thy - self, best gift di-vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872. Text and Music Public Domain
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

AM: Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example,
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

Gospel

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth
chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 2" From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was
the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the
third day be raised. %2 And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” 2 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after
me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. %° For those who want to save their life will lose i,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2° For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?
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27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has
been done. 2 Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in
his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:21-28)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message and “Noisy” Offering
(The Children’s offering goes to Lutheran World Relief to help
children in Lebanon and Ecuador.)

Sermon Vicar Libby Florian



Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660
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Lift high  the cross, the love  of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 O Lord, once 1ift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - Trious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - < - fied for vic - to - ry!
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947. Text and Music © 1974
Hope Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI License #1093735



Apostles’ Creed

AM: With the whole church, let us profess our faith.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

AM: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence for reflection.

AM: For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is
anchored in the love of Christ. When threats or challenges
arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

AM: For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and
grows on the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by
droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful

God,
C: receive our prayer.



AM: For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in
peace with one another. Bless the work of international and
diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a
world scarred by violence.

Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

AM: For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they
remain strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide our
committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty
and humility, always seeking genuine love.

Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

AM: For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your
children have safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical
care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and
spirit. We pray especially for:

Jim Anderson Leonard Fowler Chris Siefert
Shelby Blankley Randy Fritson Bryan Slater
Bertha Boyer Derek Johnson Yvonne Steinocher
Bo Burton Lil Larson Joanne Suing
Vicki Buschelman Tom Meyer Dean Wiese
Pastor John Carlson | Natalie Radcliffe Stan Williams
Rich Ferris Mary Renshaw Paula Yoachim
Corinne Fisher Michelle Sawicki James Ziebarth
Garth Scism

Prayers of Comfort and Peace for:
Tom & Sue Bokenkamp on the death of their grandson,
Jackson Bokenkamp.



AM: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

AM: For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to
strengthen and guide the church. Renew our hope in your
promises in this life and the life to come.

Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.

Please be seated.

Meal

Offering
“Holy and Anointed One”
Stacy Bean, musician



Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 182
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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nite thems with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come,
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Text: John W. 1922-1980. Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress All
Rights Reserved. Used by Permission of OneLicense #A-705218

Offertory Prayer

AM: Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us
back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray.

Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of
God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God'’s love.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
11



Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.
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Invitation To Communion

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

We practice open communion at First Lutheran. All are
welcome to receive the elements. Gluten-free wafers are
available. In addition to the cups filled with wine (red) in the tray,

there are cups containing grape juice (clear) in the center.

Lamb of God
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

way the sin
Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission of OneLicense #A-705218

Communion Music
“You Say”
Stacy Bean, musician
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Please stand as you are able.
Table Grace

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

AM: Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW 656
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chns - tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,

4 From sor - row, toil, and pan, and sin  we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears,our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym-pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - m - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. Music: Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt. Text and Music Public Domain

Dismissal

AM: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “You Say”
Stacy Bean, musician
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Worship Schedule—Saturday 6pm, Sunday 9:45 am

e Church Office Hours—Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.

e Brookestone Garden Services: First Sunday monthly at 2:00 pm

e For the hard of hearing FLC offers a loop system for wearers with a “T”
(t-coil) setting; the coverage works best on the main floor in the center aisles.
T-coil is not available in the balcony.

¢ S.A.F.E. Center donations - for August are Non-Perishable Foods. See
complete list on the First Lutheran website.

¢ Volunteer of the Month is Stefani Wegner. Stefani has served as VBS
Coordinator and other areas for MANY years. Thank you, Stefani, for making
an impact on our youth in their faith journey!

e Communion registration—Please register annually to maintain membership.
Registration cards in pew racks & on Welcome Stations.

e Visitors—please complete a visitor card, found in the pews.

The Nursery is available for anyone to use and includes a “toddler restroom”.

Services are livestreamed inside.

Aug. 30 — 11am Worship in the Park & Picnic / Dryden Park

Sept. 3 - 5:30pm Women'’s ELCA Meeting/Potluck — Fellowship Hall.

Sept. 6 — 8:45am and 11:00am Sunday Worship Services resume

Sept. 7 — Labor Day / Church Office Closed

Sept. 12 & 13 — Teacher Installation

Sept. 13 — Sunday School & FLY Returns

Sept. 13 — Adult Forum: 9:50am — Bishop Emeritus Brian Maas. Centennial

Hall.

e Sept. 13 — God’s Work, Our Hands- 12noon Lunch, 1-3pm Work. Sign up in
the Narthex.

o Sept. 19/20 — Installation of Women’s ELCA Officers

e Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4 — New Members Classes

FINANCE REPORT as of August 26, 2026

Ministry Budget Facilities Budget
Last Week's Giving $ 9,688 $ 1,775
Last Week's Miscellaneous
Designated Offerings $ 545

The Congregation Council voted at its last meeting to report weekly the
monetary offerings given. In the Messenger, you can find a monthly
summary of the expenses and offerings. Quarterly we will publish in all
communications an update of expenses, offerings, and where we are in the
current budget. We hope this will offer more accurate information for the
congregation.
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VANCO Mobile App for online giving, or FLC Website

Attendance August 22/23 Total: 300 Online
6:00pm - 48 9:45am — 171 - online 81

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Jim Anderson Natalie Radcliffe
Leonard Fowler Michelle Sawicki
Randy Fritson Garth Scism

Lil Larson Dean Wiese
Tom Meyer Stan Williams

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH
Shelby Blankley- Justin & Adriane Madsen’s friend
Bertha Boyer — Susan Slater’s aunt

Bo Burton — Janna Burton’s son

Vicki Buschelman — Angie Wright's aunt

John Carlson — Monie Karschner & Becky Bredenkamp’s cousin
Rich Ferris — Larry and Nancy Merz'’s friend
Corinne Fischer — Bridget VonSeggern’s sister
Derek Johnson — Kylee Vreugdenhil’'s brother
Mary Renshaw — Linda Peterson’s sister

Chris Siefert — Janiene Rewerts’ cousin

Bryan Slater — Susan Slater’s husband

Yvonne Steinocher — Deb Rohla’s cousin

Joanne Suing — Angie Wright's aunt

Paula Yoachim — Deb Beerman'’s friend

James Ziebarth — Jane Ziebarth-Bovill’s brother

Prayers of Comfort and Peace for:
Tom & Sue Bokenkamp on the death of their grandson, Jackson
Bokenkamp.
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Rev. Dr. Michelle Holley Carlson, Presiding
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Vicar Libby Florian, Preaching

Acolyte — Katie Haack
Sound Booth — Adam Wegner
Musician — Stacy Bean
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