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THE OCTOBER MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter of First Lutheran Church, a congregation of the

 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s Work, Our Hands
What a wonderful Sunday of serving our community! Our First Lutheran family put
their faith into action at four different service sites: S.A.F.E. Center, Jubilee Center,

Compass, and First Lutheran. 
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I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e : Prayer Ventures for this month can be found:
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for 

the global, social and outreach ministries of the 
ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 

of our neighbors, communities and world.
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Prayers of Comfort and Peace for...
Evelyn Johnson’s family and friends on her death. 
David and Beth Westesen, Sarah and Ryan Haack and families on the
death of David’s mother and Sarah’s grandmother, Marjorie Westesen. 
Doug & Beth Koster and family on the death of Doug’s father, Neil
Koster. 
Deb Beerman, Jenni and Matt Nielsen and family on the death of Deb’s
Mother and Jenni’s Grandmother, Donna Murphy.
Karen Deterding on the death of her brother-in-law, Paul Dorn.
Larry & Debbie Steinbrecher, John & Lori McArthur, Beth Mullen and
families on the death of Debbie’s sister and Lori and Beth’s aunt, Cathy
Livengood. 
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MESSAGE FROM VICAR LIBBY
                                 Hello First Lutheran Family! 
 

                                I have been working as an intern at First Lutheran    
                                for six weeks now. What exactly is internship? 
                           Seminary prepares students for church leadership   
                           through classes that focus on Lutheran history,   
                           theology, ethics, worship, presence in the world, 
                           and so on. 
     Students will never learn how to do a baptism, wedding or funeral.
They will not see how ministry is done outside the walls of the church
building. They will not preside at the Lord’s Table or be exposed to
options available for serving the Lord’s Supper. They will not preach in
front of a congregation or lead a worship service. They will not learn
about the army of volunteers that are required to do God’s work in
the world. This hand-on learning happens in internship.
     This is why you will see me observing Pastor Rick leading a
wedding rehearsal and performing a wedding. Why I will have a
recurring role in weekend worship services. Why I will watch Pastor
Michelle baptize a child. Why I will attend committee meetings whose
members may question why I am there. Why I will walk with Pastor
Michelle as she provides spiritual care, and why I will pepper Pastor
Rick with church process related questions. 
     This is a period of growth for seminarians. Students do not attend
class during this time. The focus is on learning about leading a
church. Each of you is playing a part, whether you realize it or not!!  

-Vicar Libby
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Thank you, from the S.A.F.E. Center! 
“First Lutheran’s Endowment Fund
contributed a $2,500 check to the
S.A.F.E. Center’s Drive Hope Home

Compaign! 
Our “Drive Hope Home” is helping

The S.A.F.E. Center raise $45,000 for
a reliable, “new to us” minivan.

Transportation is an important part
of the work we do every day, helping
us meet practical needs and provide
support throughout the communities

we serve.

MISSION OUTREACH

S.A.F.E. Center Hours:
Monday-Thursday  9am - 5pm 

620 E. 25th Street Suite 14
Kearney, NE 68847 

308-237-2599 
Crisis line: 877-237-2513

We are grateful to First Lutheran Church for investing in this need and helping
move Drive Hope Home closer to its goal.”
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CHILI COOK OFF

Hello Church Family,
     Our annual Chili Cook-Off will be October 14th from 5:30pm to
7:30pm. We are excited to see the growth of this event serve not only
as a social gathering, but also as a good opportunity for our
representatives to meet their constituents. 
     We look forward to the following guests: Gubernatorial Candidate
Lynn Walz, Nebraska Senator Stan Clouse, Nebraska Senator Dan
Lonowski, and members of the Kearney City Council. 
     Our youth group is planning to bring their own takes on the classic
dish, so there will be a great variety as always! I plan to reach out to
our chili veterans soon, and if you would like to be a chili chef, please
sign up in the Narthex, reach out to the office, or contact Pastor
Logan. This event supports our youth to attend the 2027 ELCA
National Youth Gathering, and we appreciate you being a part of our
journey to Minneapolis!
 
 
We thank you for making this event special and helping us to connect
with the wider community of Kearney. 
 
Pastor Logan
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STEWARDSHIP
     The Stewardship Committee hopes that you have enjoyed the video
highlights of some of the great ministries that happen in and around
our church. We also hope that you found our other videos highlighting
the future to be informative. 
     This year our Stewardship theme is, "Hands that Serve, Hearts that
Give." We want to celebrate this new capacity and reality we have
reached in our ministry, staff, and outreach over the past couple of
years. 
     We also want to maintain the established momentum to continue
this reality and outreach. This month you can expect to see more
highlights from our various committees that are crucial to our
ministries. As you see them in action, we ask for your discernment to
celebrate, support, and participate in their work. 
     We are also excited to develop a map of ministry to show the
surprising connections our church has in the community of Kearney
and beyond. We thank you for being an important part of this family
and church, and hope you
 can discover even more
 about all the people you 
meet in the church. 
 
-Stewardship Committee



O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6 |  P A G E  7

UPCOMING EVENTS

Second Grade Bibles will be
presented Sunday, October
4th at the 8:45am service. 

An instructional class will be
held in the Cafe Conference
Room for all 2nd graders and

their parents at 9:50am.
 

Do you have a special pet
you’d like blessed? Bring it to

the south parking lot on
Sunday, October 4  at

12:30pm. Please have pets in
a carrier or on a leash. 

th

New members will be
received at all services the

weekend of October 10 & 11.
Please join us for a

Continental Breakfast on
Sunday, October 11 to

welcome them!

First Lutheran will
participate in the “Faith &

Blue” Community Event this
year. Please find our big

parachute and say “Hello!”
Monday, Oct. 12

6-7pm 
Harmon Park
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FLY’s Annual Chili &
Cinnamon Roll Cook-Off will
be Wednesday, October 14

in Centennial Hall. Please
sign up in the Narthex to

participate. 

th

Join us for an Adult Forum
regarding the 2027 Mission

Trip to Asheville, NC. 
Sunday, October 18 at

9:50am in Centennial Hall

It’s time to update our
directory! Photos will be
taken before and after

services. Otherwise, send us
your own photo that’s less

than a year old to:
JPuls@Region3.net. 

Lutheran World Relief quilts
and kits will be blessed at the

11am Service on November
1 .  Packing day will be
Monday, November 2 .

Details to come!

st
nd
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us after the 11:00am service Sunday, October 25th and gather for a
potluck! It’s a wonderful chance to connect, share a meal, and enjoy time

together. (no 8:45am service this day)

Our annual Trunk or Treat is always a fun event for the kids. Sign up on
our website to bring a decorated trunk or to volunteer. You’ll find details

on our website!
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Praising God through music!
The choirs practice weekly during the academic year. 

Anyone is welcome to join!

Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesdays from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. High
School through adults are welcome. CJ Sabah - Director 

Chancel Bells rehearses on Tuesdays from 5:30pm to 6:30pm. This choir is
open to high schoolers through adults.  

Natalie Radcliffe - Director 

Sound Offering Praise Band rehearsals vary. 
If interested, contact Stacy Bean - Director 

Praiser Bells rehearses on Wednesdays from 5:15pm to 5:45pm. This choir is
for 3rd grade through 8th grade. Angela Wright - Director 

Heavenly Treble Makers rehearses on Wednesdays from 6:15pm to 6:45 pm.
This is a vocal choir for middle schoolers. Angela Wright - Director 

Children’s Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings during Sunday School and
Wednesday evenings during F.R.O.G. All children are welcome. 

Amanda Lewis - Director

MUSIC MINISTRY
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FLY started this year with a great start!
Our Youth group set some goals and
helped plan out the year. We have
already started to serve our
community through assisting the
Jubilee Center, and by the time you 

YOUTH MINISTRY

receive this, we will have already met with our good friends at First
United Methodist for a joint youth group outing. We are looking
forward to continuing to represent our church family, and growing
together in faith and trust. 

Next month will bring even more things to look forward to! We plan to
help out the Safe Center, roast some marshmallows, host our Chili
Cook-Off, and talk with our good friends at Campus Lutheran. We are
also making plans to attend the 2027 ELCA National Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis: the months are ticking down! We have a special group of
youth, and I look forward to all the adventures they will have this year. 
 
-Pastor Logan 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

We’re excited
to see you ! 

Mark your calendar with these important events! 
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PRESCHOOL THREE / FOUR YEAR OLDS
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     Happy Fall!
           The students have been busy and their hands have gotten so
much stronger. They are so smart and we get tons done because they
listen so well!
           The first couple of weeks they reviewed many letters, numbers,
months of the year, days of the week, shapes, colors, how to make
tallies, and are even learning what a sentence looks like. They know a
dot or period comes at the end of a sentence. They know spaces go
between words so we know where one word begins and another ends.
The students already have three books in their book box that they can
read all by themselves.  
           Our Art, Science, and Dramatic Play Centers seem to be the
biggest hits for exploring. Many students love listening to books on
tape, building in the Block Center, exploring math, and playing at the
Rice Table as well. 
           During “A” week, we learned a lot about apples. Clouds, corn,
crayons, cracking and cooking eggs were explored for “C” week. We
learned about God, made glitter jars with our grandparents, made
gak/slime, made gifts for our grandparents and learned a fun guessing
game called the ghost game. Next came “F” week, where we explored
fingerpainting, fire safety, and farms. The firefighters came to tell us
about fire safety and what they do. We are having so much fun!
          Our first field trip will be Oct. 2  at Dmilaco to make their very
own t-shirt. We always have a blast with Dennis!

nd

           Our first speaker of the month will start in October. A parent will
visit us and tell us what their job is and explain it in a fun way, so we
can see and touch some of the things they work with. Mrs. Shawna
from the library will also begin visiting us in October to read a couple
of amazing books. We are looking forward to her visits!
           For those students new to First Lutheran Church Preschool,
they received a Spark’s Bible to keep. This way they can continue to
learn about God with their family!
           We hope to see you at the UNK Homecoming parade on Oct. 3 !
We have a great float planned!

rd

God Bless and enjoy my favorite month!                       
           Mrs. Amanda & Mrs. Sonya

PRESCHOOL
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Greetings First Lutheran Congregation, 
Here is an update from your Church Council:

The Council approved a $2500 endowment request to the SAFE Center
which they will use towards purchasing a van.

Feedback received from the Congregation regarding the summer worship
schedule hours was discussed. The consensus is that the summer worship
hours were a success. At the February 2027 Council meeting we will be
setting the 2027 summer worship hours.

Discussion continued regarding the Wednesday evening programming and
FROG activities.Volunteers are needed to help support our FROG program
and related activities. The Council urges anyone who has an interest in or
has children involved with the Wednesday evening activities to contact
the Church office to offer their assistance.

Yours in Christ, 
P. J. Bartels, Council President

On behalf of Scott Darveau (VP), Lisa Parish (Secretary), Tyler Schwartz
(Treasurer), Christine Fisher,  Jay Kuecker, Deb Schauer, Shirley Smalley,
Terry Volker, Pastor Rick Carlson and Pastor Michelle Carlson

FROM THE COUNCIL/ VOLUNTEER

“THANK YOU” to our Volunteer of the Month.
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SCRIPTURE
October 4, 2026 Time after Pentecost

Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:7-15, Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an

image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the
vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to
us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are
nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and

know the power of his resurrection.

October 11, 2026 Time after Pentecost
Isaiah 25:1-9, Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe
away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do
not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads
a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of
God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table
of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others

hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

October 18, 2026 Time after Pentecost
Isaiah 45:1-7, Psalm 96:1-9[10-13], 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish
divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give

the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To
gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather

than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our
entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

October 25, 2026 Reformation Sunday
Leviticus 10:1-2, 15-18, Psalm 1, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Matthew 22:34-46

Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from
Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but
also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul
shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community. In the confession of

sins, we acknowledge that we have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we
gather to hear the word of forgiveness and to be strengthened by word and

meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world.

 



O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  |  P A G E  1 7

Thank You for Your Generosity!
Every gift makes a difference, and we are so grateful for the

generosity of our church family. Your offerings help support the
ministries, programs, staff, outreach, and mission of our church

throughout the year.
We also want to say thank you for using your offering envelopes.
When you use your envelope, it helps us accurately record your
giving and makes it easier for our office to keep our financial
records organized. It also helps ensure that your contributions

are properly credited to you.
Whether you give through an offering envelope, online, or

another way, please know how much your generosity is
appreciated. Thank you for giving faithfully and for being an

important part of the ministry God is doing through our church!
Your generosity truly makes a difference!

If you have any questions regarding your donations or statements,
please reach out to Stacy Seim, First Lutheran Church Bookkeeper.

308.237.5544

FINANCIALS:
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DATES TO REMEMBER
            Please review the calendar at FirstLutheranKearney.org for updates. 

  October 2026
Laying on of Hands the 1  and 3  weekendsst rd

Sat/Sun October 3/4              Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am 
                                                    Second Grade Bibles presented 8:45am
                                                    Sunday School/FLY 9:50am 
                                                    Bible Class for 2  graders and parents - 9:50am - Cafe Conf. Roomnd

                                                    New Member’s Class 10:00am Fellowship Hall 
                                                    Animal Blessing / Dedication of digital sign -   12:30pm 
                                                                      SOUTH WEST Parking Lot 
                                                    Brookestone Garden Worship at 2:00pm
 
Sat/Sun October 10/11            Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am 
                                                     Sunday School/FLY 9:50am 
                                                     New Member’s Reception 10:00am Centennial Hall 
                                                     *Animal Blessing Rain date 
  
Sat/Sun October 17/18            Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am 
                                                     Sunday School/FLY 9:50am  
                                                     Adult Forum - NC Mission Trip - 9:50am - Centennial Hall
 
Sat/Sun October 24/25          Worship at 6pm and 11:00am (Reformation Sunday)
                                                     Directory photos taken before/after all services
                                                     Sunday School/FLY 9:50am 
                                                     Fall Unity Lunch following 11:00am service in Centennial Hall
                                                     Trunk or Treat – South Parking Lot 1:00pm to 2:30pm
                                                                                   (Indoors if inclement weather)

November 2026 
 Sat/Sun Oct. 31/Nov. 1                   Worship at 600pm and 8:45am & 11:00am 
 All Saints’ Sunday                             Directory photos taken before/after all services
                                                             Adult Sunday School w/Pastor Rick – 9:50am Centennial Hall
                                                             Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
                                                             Brookestone Garden Worship at 2:00pm

Sat/Sun November 7/8                    Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
                                                              Directory photos taken before/after all services
                                                              Adult Sunday School 9:50am w/Pastor Rick – Centennial Hall
                                                              Sunday School/FLY 9:50am

Sat/Sun November 14/15                  Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
                                                               Directory photos taken before/after all services
                                                              Women’s ELCA Thank Offering – all services
                                                              Adult Sunday School 9:50am w/Pastor Rick – Centennial Hall
                                                              Sunday School/FLY 9:50am

Sat/Sun November 21/22                 Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
Christ the King Sunday                      Advent Fair – 9:30am – Centennial Hall

Thur/Fri Nov. 26/27                          Church Office Closed
Sat/Sun November 28/29                Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
First Sunday of Advent
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Church Office Email: office@firstlutherankearney.org  
                         Phone: 308.237.5544

PASTORS:
Pastor Rick Carlson  
Co-Lead Pastor

Pastor Michelle Holley Carlson  
Co-Lead Pastor 

STAFF:
Kandy Bacon
Amy Behrhorst
Administrative Assistants

Kathy Benne
Director of Communications and Events

Pastor Logan Ellis
Director of Engagement: 
     Youth, Congregation and Community

Amanda Lewis
Preschool Director

Jen Puls
Records Management

Natalie Radcliffe
Stacy Bean
Music Coordinators

Sarah Schweitzer
Volunteer Ministry Coordinator

Stacy Seim
Bookkeeper

Vicar Libby Florian
Intern

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President
PJ Bartels 

Vice President 
Scott Darveau

Treasurer
Tyler Schwartz 

Secretary 
  Lisa Reese Parish

Council Members: 
Christine Fisher

Jay Kuecker
Deb Schauer

Shirley Smalley
Terry Volker

Pastor Michelle
Pastor Rick

2026-2027 OFFICERS 
     President: Judy Workman            
President Elect: Sherryl Wilke               

Secretary/Treasurer: Stacy Darveau      

mailto:office@firstlutherankearney.org


   
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

3315 G AVENUE
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847-3699

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

 FIRST  LUTHERAN  CHURCH
3315 G AVENUE - KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847

   

The church calendar, weekly bulletins, prayer lists, and LIVE Webstream Broadcasts on
Sunday mornings can be found on our website:

https://firstlutherankearney.org
Find us on Facebook: “First Lutheran Church-Kearney”

Sign Up for Weekly Email Updates: office@firstlutherankearney.org
LIVE Radio Broadcast Sundays at 8:45am | KXPN 1460AM

PHONE: 308-237-5544      WEB: https://firstlutherankearney.org
Office Hours: 8:30am – 4:00pm  Monday – Friday

If your email address has changed recently, please contact the church office. 
To save the church postage costs by picking up a hard copy of “The Messenger”
from the welcome station, instead of it being mailed, please call or email the
church office. Mailings generally take up to two weeks for delivery. 

https://firstlutherankearney.org/
mailto:office@firstlutherankearney.org
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	Amanda Lewis - Director



	YOUTH MINISTRY
	FLY started this year with a great start! Our Youth group set some goals and helped plan out the year. We have already started to serve our community through assisting the Jubilee Center, and by the time you
	receive this, we will have already met with our good friends at First United Methodist for a joint youth group outing. We are looking forward to continuing to represent our church family, and growing together in faith and trust.
	Next month will bring even more things to look forward to! We plan to help out the Safe Center, roast some marshmallows, host our Chili Cook-Off, and talk with our good friends at Campus Lutheran. We are also making plans to attend the 2027 ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis: the months are ticking down! We have a special group of youth, and I look forward to all the adventures they will have this year.
	-Pastor Logan

	CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
	Mark your calendar with these important events!
	We’re excited to see you !

	PRESCHOOL THREE / FOUR YEAR OLDS
	PRESCHOOL
	Happy Fall!
	The students have been busy and their hands have gotten so much stronger. They are so smart and we get tons done because they listen so well!
	The first couple of weeks they reviewed many letters, numbers, months of the year, days of the week, shapes, colors, how to make tallies, and are even learning what a sentence looks like. They know a dot or period comes at the end of a sentence. They know spaces go  between words so we know where one word begins and another ends. The students already have three books in their book box that they can read all by themselves.
	Our Art, Science, and Dramatic Play Centers seem to be the biggest hits for exploring. Many students love listening to books on tape, building in the Block Center, exploring math, and playing at the Rice Table as well.
	During “A” week, we learned a lot about apples. Clouds, corn, crayons, cracking and cooking eggs were explored for “C” week. We learned about God, made glitter jars with our grandparents, made gak/slime, made gifts for our grandparents and learned a fun guessing game called the ghost game. Next came “F” week, where we explored fingerpainting, fire safety, and farms. The firefighters came to tell us about fire safety and what they do. We are having so much fun!
	Our first field trip will be Oct. 2nd at Dmilaco to make their very own t-shirt. We always have a blast with Dennis!
	Our first speaker of the month will start in October. A parent will visit us and tell us what their job is and explain it in a fun way, so we can see and touch some of the things they work with. Mrs. Shawna from the library will also begin visiting us in October to read a couple of amazing books. We are looking forward to her visits!
	For those students new to First Lutheran Church Preschool, they received a Spark’s Bible to keep. This way they can continue to learn about God with their family!
	We hope to see you at the UNK Homecoming parade on Oct. 3rd! We have a great float planned!
	God Bless and enjoy my favorite month!
	Mrs. Amanda & Mrs. Sonya

	FROM THE COUNCIL/ VOLUNTEER
	Greetings First Lutheran Congregation,
	Here is an update from your Church Council:
	The Council approved a $2500 endowment request to the SAFE Center which they will use towards purchasing a van.
	Feedback received from the Congregation regarding the summer worship schedule hours was discussed. The consensus is that the summer worship hours were a success. At the February 2027 Council meeting we will be setting the 2027 summer worship hours.
	Discussion continued regarding the Wednesday evening programming and FROG activities.Volunteers are needed to help support our FROG program and related activities. The Council urges anyone who has an interest in or has children involved with the Wednesday evening activities to contact the Church office to offer their assistance.
	Yours in Christ,
	P. J. Bartels, Council President
	On behalf of Scott Darveau (VP), Lisa Parish (Secretary), Tyler Schwartz (Treasurer), Christine Fisher,  Jay Kuecker, Deb Schauer, Shirley Smalley, Terry Volker, Pastor Rick Carlson and Pastor Michelle Carlson
	“THANK YOU” to our Volunteer of the Month.

	SCRIPTURE
	October 4, 2026 Time after Pentecost
	Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:7-15, Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46
	In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

	October 11, 2026 Time after Pentecost
	Isaiah 25:1-9, Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14
	In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

	October 18, 2026 Time after Pentecost
	Isaiah 45:1-7, Psalm 96:1-9[10-13], 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22
	In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

	October 25, 2026 Reformation Sunday
	Leviticus 10:1-2, 15-18, Psalm 1, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Matthew 22:34-46
	Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of forgiveness and to be strengthened by word and meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world.
	Thank You for Your Generosity!
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	DATES TO REMEMBER
	October 2026
	Laying on of Hands the 1st and 3rd weekends
	Sat/Sun October 3/4              Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am
	Second Grade Bibles presented 8:45am
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Bible Class for 2nd graders and parents - 9:50am - Cafe Conf. Room
	New Member’s Class 10:00am Fellowship Hall
	Animal Blessing / Dedication of digital sign -   12:30pm
	SOUTH WEST Parking Lot
	Brookestone Garden Worship at 2:00pm
	Sat/Sun October 10/11            Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	New Member’s Reception 10:00am Centennial Hall
	*Animal Blessing Rain date
	Sat/Sun October 17/18            Worship at 6pm, 8:45am and 11:00am
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Adult Forum - NC Mission Trip - 9:50am - Centennial Hall
	Sat/Sun October 24/25          Worship at 6pm and 11:00am (Reformation Sunday)
	Directory photos taken before/after all services
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Fall Unity Lunch following 11:00am service in Centennial Hall
	Trunk or Treat – South Parking Lot 1:00pm to 2:30pm
	(Indoors if inclement weather)

	November 2026
	Sat/Sun Oct. 31/Nov. 1                   Worship at 600pm and 8:45am & 11:00am
	All Saints’ Sunday                             Directory photos taken before/after all services
	Adult Sunday School w/Pastor Rick – 9:50am Centennial Hall
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Brookestone Garden Worship at 2:00pm
	Sat/Sun November 7/8                    Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
	Directory photos taken before/after all services
	Adult Sunday School 9:50am w/Pastor Rick – Centennial Hall
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Sat/Sun November 14/15                  Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
	Directory photos taken before/after all services
	Women’s ELCA Thank Offering – all services
	Adult Sunday School 9:50am w/Pastor Rick – Centennial Hall
	Sunday School/FLY 9:50am
	Sat/Sun November 21/22                 Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
	Christ the King Sunday                      Advent Fair – 9:30am – Centennial Hall
	Thur/Fri Nov. 26/27                          Church Office Closed
	Sat/Sun November 28/29                Worship at 6:00p.m and 8:45am and 11:00am
	First Sunday of Advent
	Church Office Email: office@firstlutherankearney.org
	Phone: 308.237.5544



	PASTORS:
	Pastor Rick Carlson
	Co-Lead Pastor

	Pastor Michelle Holley Carlson
	Co-Lead Pastor


	STAFF:
	Kandy Bacon
	Amy Behrhorst
	Administrative Assistants

	Kathy Benne
	Director of Communications and Events

	Pastor Logan Ellis
	Director of Engagement:
	Youth, Congregation and Community

	Amanda Lewis
	Preschool Director

	Jen Puls
	Records Management

	Natalie Radcliffe
	Stacy Bean
	Music Coordinators

	Sarah Schweitzer
	Volunteer Ministry Coordinator

	Stacy Seim
	Bookkeeper

	Vicar Libby Florian
	Intern


	CONGREGATION COUNCIL
	President
	PJ Bartels
	Vice President
	Scott Darveau
	Treasurer
	Tyler Schwartz
	Secretary
	Lisa Reese Parish
	Council Members:
	Christine Fisher
	Jay Kuecker
	Deb Schauer
	Shirley Smalley
	Terry Volker
	Pastor Michelle
	Pastor Rick
	2026-2027 OFFICERS
	President: Judy Workman
	President Elect: Sherryl Wilke
	Secretary/Treasurer: Stacy Darveau
	ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

	FIRST  LUTHERAN  CHURCH
	3315 G AVENUE - KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847
	The church calendar, weekly bulletins, prayer lists, and LIVE Webstream Broadcasts on Sunday mornings can be found on our website:


	https://firstlutherankearney.org
	Find us on Facebook: “First Lutheran Church-Kearney”
	Sign Up for Weekly Email Updates: office@firstlutherankearney.org
	LIVE Radio Broadcast Sundays at 8:45am | KXPN 1460AM
	PHONE: 308-237-5544      WEB: https://firstlutherankearney.org
	Office Hours: 8:30am – 4:00pm  Monday – Friday
	If your email address has changed recently, please contact the church office.
	To save the church postage costs by picking up a hard copy of “The Messenger” from the welcome station, instead of it being mailed, please call or email the church office. Mailings generally take up to two weeks for delivery.


